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Wstep

Niniejszy tom jest kolejna czescia Nowego Komentarza do Ksiegi Eze-
chiela. Sktada si¢ z komentarzy do poszczegdlnych wersetéw tekstu Ez 31-35,
uwzgledniajacych dorobek biblistyki ostatnich dekad oraz badania wiasne au-
tora.

Oto ogolny schemat tematéw zawartych w komentarzu:

Wyrocznie przeciw Egiptowi (Ez 29,1-32,32) - ciag dalszy
Piata wyrocznia (Ez 31,1-18)

Szosta wyrocznia (Ez 32,1-16)

Siédma wyrocznia (Ez 32,17-32)

Odnowa Izraela (Ez 33-48)

Czas przetomu (Ez 33,1-33)

Ezechiel strézem Izraela (Ez 33,1-20)

Wies¢ o katastrofie Jerozolimy (Ez 33,21-22)

Koncowa dysputa (Ez 33,23-29)

Stosunek zestancéw do proroka (Ez 33,30-33)

Poczatki odnowy - zapowiedz nowego pasterzowania (Ez 34,1-31)
Wyrocznie o odnowie ziemi Izraela (Ez 35,1-36,15)

Poszczegdlne fragmenty Ksiegi Ezechiela beda analizowane na trzech
poziomach, ktére zostaly nazwane ,komentarzami”: 1. Komentarz literacko-
tematyczny; 2. Komentarz egzegetyczny; 3. Komentarz teologiczno-pastoral-
ny. Takie ujecie pozwala na niemal calo$ciowq prezentacje tekstu Ezechiela,
uwzglednia bowiem zagadnienia literackie, strukture tekstu, jego stownictwo,
tematyke oraz pochodzenie tekstu. Analiza egzegetyczna zawiera rowniez dwa
poziomy. Pierwszy stanowig badania wlasne autora, ktére zostaly uzupelnione
licznymi przypisami odnoszacymi si¢ gléwnie do najwazniejszych (w $wia-
towej literaturze) komentarzy do Ksiegi (drugi poziom egzegetyczny). Ostat-
nia czg$¢ komentarza zawiera kwestie teologiczne i pastoralne. W teologii
uwzgledniono motywy wystepujace w calej Ksigdze Ezechiela oraz w innych
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pismach biblijnych (w tym Nowy Testament), w wielu przypadkach uwzgled-
niono réowniez aspekt pastoralnej wymowy przestania Ezechiela.
Do komentarza dodano dwa ekskursy.



The Book of the Prophet Ezekiel.
The New Commentary. Ezek 31-35

Summary

Commenting upon the Bible books is the basic job of an exegete. The
world literature on the subject is extremely abundant. Polish exegesis has
made a considerable progress for the last twenty years. Yet there is still much
to be done. One of such challenges is a professional commentary on the Book
of Ezekiel. We have a simple introduction written by Jézef Homerski but it is
just a fragmentary contribution to an exact commentary.

Every epoch should focus on the sacred books and basing on its current
knowledge and applied methodology it should write analyses of the texts to
make them comprehensible for the contemporary reader. The present study
is the eighth volume of a new commentary on Ezekiel. About twelve vol-
umes are planned altogether. The first one will comprise the introductory
information and some theological topics. The eighth volume contains the
commentary on Ezek 31-35. The starting point is the text conformable to
the critical edition of the BHS. Attempts to reconstruct the text from before
the canonical construction, as Zemmerli has done in his work, were quit.
That does not mean that the modern diachronic methods are not import-
ant any more in interpreting the text. All the issues concerning the process
of text formation are included in the last volume. The text preserved by the
tradition has influenced the Judaic and Christian environments. The present
commentary respects that because this gives us more immediate context
of the message, as it was familiar to the readers of all the epochs. Synchronic
methods, important in modern Bible studies, draw special attention to the
text in its canonical form.

The commentary comprises a new translation of the Hebrew text. Pol-
ish reader has already enjoyed several modern translations of Ezekiel. Their
conformity to the original has been differently estimated. The foundation
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criteria in this new translation were strict as to the fidelity to the original (as
far as it was only possible). It is clear that the translatory difficulties make
thorough fulfillment of the task impossible. There are several reasons for
that: first of all, it is so because of the dissimilarity of the languages. Hebrew
is a Semitic language and its grammar is pretty different from Indo - Euro-
pean languages, including Polish. The semantic range of individual terms
is dissimilar, too. There is, thus, no ideal translation; it must always bear
an imprint of the subjective choices made by the translator. This actually is
already the first interpretation of the text. The direct access to the original
text is, thus, a key issue for everybody intending to get closer to the hagi-
ographer’s intention. We know that thought is primary to its verbalization.
Ezekiel contains certain idea which was finally written down. Yet the ha-
giographer has expressed not only the prophet’s idea but, first of all, God’s
idea. Taking all these things into consideration, we are even more careful
to observe the original text so that to avoid attributing ideas foreign to it,
resulting rather from the individual’s beliefs, stereotypes or certain ,cor-
rectness” wished for the text. The Polish translation proposed in the present
commentary often gives up perfect stylistics and accepts certain harshness
but to stay closer to the original. Sometimes it may seem that the translation
goes too far in breaking stylistic principles but the translated text is not
meant to be used in community or liturgical readings - it is meant to facili-
tate a professional study. We shall find, thus, many auxiliary explanations to
read the text correctly. The commentary comprises also some most import-
ant Hebrew terms. At certain cases even grammatical forms are discussed,
especially when they help to better understand the problem. The foundation
criteria mentioned above have been determined according to the demands
of the modern readers. There are many Theology Departments in Poland
where students learn Hebrew. There are also electronic sources enabling ef-
fective work with the original text. The reader will find much information
completing his/her linguistic competence, quite often necessary to carry on
his/her individual research.

The commentary contains three parts: 1. Literary and thematic commen-
tary, 2. Exegetical commentary, 3. Theological-pastoral commentary.



